GIVING TO GOD RESULTS
IN SPRIRITUAL GROWTH!

Before | had children, I believed it was "ENOUGH"
to attend church regularly and tithe generously. But
then my 4 year old son attended VVBS and cried
when it was over; he wanted to "rock out to Jesus
music” and listen to more Bible stories. His enthusi-
asm inspired us to do more. Now we spend our time
collecting canned goods, coloring pictures, welcom-
ing new members, going to WOW, stuffing back-
packs, and singing!! Knox affords our family the
opportunity to grow in God's love and serve with a
grateful heart.

-Jennifer Vollbrecht

Should I use
Electronic Funds Transfer?

Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT) is the easiest, most cost-
effective giving option for both you and the church. With
EFT, you can reinforce your commitment to give your
tithes and offerings to God first, before anything else. One
easy step each year guarantees that the church will receive
your gifts on a regular basis, even if you are out of town or
you forget one week. And on a practical note, EFT reduces
the need for additional staff to process offerings. If you
choose this option, you must return an estimate of giving
card each year authorizing the electronic funds transfer.
Complete the EFT information and attach a voided check
for the account you will use. For more information contact

us at (phone number).

To whom much has been given . . .

“From everyone who has been given much, much
will be demanded; and from the one who has
been entrusted with much, much more will be
asked.” —Luke 12:48 (NIV)

GIVING TO GOD RESULTS
IN SPRIRITUAL GROWTH!

Years ago | heard a sermon that said “show me your
day timer and your checkbook register and | can see
your faith in God.” | did not “buy into” that concept
right away. However, upon personal reflection and

bible study, | found that sermon to be true.

An important way we have grown spiritually, is to
step out in faith by giving our money to causes that
honor God. Our trust in him grows by each step of
faith.

-Scott Elliott

Scriptures tell us to share our gifts

*“Command those who are rich in this world...to do
good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous
and willing to share. In this way they will lay up
treasure for themselves as a firm foundation for the
coming age, so that they may take hold of the life that
is truly life.”

—St. Paul’s first Letter to Timothy

For more information contact:

Randy Johnson
630-851-2511
rjjdih@aol.com
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Giving Guide

This year we invite you to celebrate the joy of generosity
as you offer your estimate of giving card for 2012. We en-
courage you to find greater contentment and simplicity in
your lives as you put God first in your giving and living
and to experience the joy that comes from knowing our
gifts honor God and change lives. Our challenge as mem-
bers is to find ways to grow deeper in our faith. One way to
do this is to offer our financial blessings to God through
our tithes and offerings. Through these gifts, we invest in
God’s vision and purpose and create an opportunity for
God to work through us. Our gifts to God each week are an
act of worship; and our offerings are vitally necessary to
change lives, transform communities, and renew mainline
churches.

Why is giving important?

The Bible has much to say about wisdom and finances,
with 2,300 verses that tell us to be generous and good stew-
ards of our resources. Jesus taught generosity and sacrifice.
He demanded that his followers serve not wealth but God,
and in the parable of the talents he taught that God will
hold us each accountable for what we do with all our
earthly possessions.

What is expected of me?

The Bible teaches us to give a tithe, or the first 10 percent
of what we earn, to God and the church’s work. For some,
giving one tenth is a very difficult goal. For others, it is the
starting point, and their giving far exceeds 10 percent. The
important thing is that you start somewhere, that your giv-
ing be in proportion to your income, that your giving re-
flects an appropriate offering to God given your means,
and that your offerings express both your desire to serve
the Lord and your investment in God’s work. Begin by
determining what percentage of your income you are giv-
ing to God. If you are not yet tithing, consider taking a step

toward tithing this year. For example, if you now give 3
percent of your income, consider increasing your gift to 4
percent, and add 1 percent each year until you reach the
tithing goal. Our prayer is that everyone will grow in his or
her faith through giving financially to the ministries of the
church and experience the joy and blessings that come
from financial generosity.

Everything we have belongs to God.

“A tithe [tenth] of everything from the land, whether
grain from the soil or fruit from the trees, belongs to the
LoRD; it is holy to the LORD.” —Leviticus 27:30 (N1V)

Why do | need to return an
estimate of giving card?

There are two reasons why it is important that every mem-
ber of our church family return an estimate of giving card.
First, the process of prayerfully asking God to guide your
decision and then making a commitment to serve the Lord
with your financial gifts is an act of worship, an expression
of gratitude and praise to God. Second, on a more practical
note, your commitment allows our church to budget and
better plan for our ministries, key objectives, and mission
outreach programs.

GIVING TO GOD RESULTS
IN SPRIRITUAL BLESSINGS!
Giving to God is our worship of financial obedience

which honors and pleases God. The Bible promises abun-
dant life toward those who are generous toward God

(Prov. 3:9). Scripture affirms that when we give to God,
we will “be enriched in every way” (2 Cor. 9:11). Our
acts of financial generosity bring forth spiritual blessings
of gratitude, encouragement, joy and contentment not
only in us, but in the lives our generosity touches. Thus
our thanksgiving is multiplied, resulting in greater glory
to God.

What if financial hardship prohibits me
from making a commitment this year?

Don’t let your inability to give at this time keep you from
worship. Remember that God honors your faithfulness and
that your acceptance at Knox Presbyterian Church is not
based upon your capacity to give. We ask that everyone
return an estimate of giving card even if it is a limited fi-
nancial commitment at this time. You can always increase
or decrease your commitment if your situation changes by
calling the church. Also, be sure to let our pastoral staff
know of your situation so that they can pray for and sup-
port you during any difficulty. We also offer classes to
assist members to become better managers of all that God
gives them. For information, call Scott Elliott at 630-357-
3732 or selliott@wideopenwest.com.

Because we reap what we sow.

“The point is this: the one who sows spar-
ingly will also reap sparingly, and the one
who sows bountifully will also reap bounti-
fully.”” —2 Corinthians 9:6

Why do | need to turn in a new
commitment card each year?

Financial situations change from year to year, and if we are
growing in our faith, our annual commitment should like-
wise reflect that giving growth. Each year, our church
budget is based upon the growing commitments of our con-
gregation.



